
The living room is scattered with bits and pieces of wrapping paper.  
The boxes and bows have been saved for another celebration.  The 
newest toy is already in pieces and no longer working.  An exhausted 
parent sits in the chair and surveys the scene before them.  The 
question that might roll their mind is, “Is this all there is?  After how 
many trips shopping, how many hours wrapping, and in just a short 
time it is all laying in a shamble and what I thought they would love 
is already discarded.”  Perhaps too often this was the scene in too 
many homes this past Christmas morning.  Is there something differ-
ent that we can offer? 
 

Before you are certain that I will say Church has a lot to offer let me 
share another scene.  It was Christmas morning and the worship 
service was less than half of the “normal” attendance.  The remnants 
of the children as shepherds, the wise ones are gone, and the crib 
still holds the doll that represented the Christ child.  Standing in the 
pulpit the minister wondered, “Is that all there is?  Did the hours of 
preparation, the special music, the engaging sermon and the cele-
bration of the Sacrament of Communion all add up to this?” 
 

Perhaps if these scenes reflect a part of ourselves we need to look at 
not the celebration but our own expectations.  I would love to think 
that Christmas Eve would have been so moving and so meaningful 
that people would have decided to make changes in their lives; and 
maybe it was and they did but not how I might like or possibly ex-
pect.  It might be that what I am looking for is for myself and not for 
the people around me.  Perhaps I am looking for the changes in oth-
ers that will be gratifying to me.  Just typing that feels like a shoe 
that is about ½ size too small.  It pinches because it is at least partly 
true. 
 

I do not think there is a preacher who does not feel a bit of added 
excitement when they step into the pulpit to see a nearly or com-
pletely full sanctuary.  I think it is the exception instead of the rule 
that many of the preachers look to numbers to see that their minis-
try is successful or meaningful.  I wonder about that.  And this is 
where faith comes into it.  Perhaps trusting in God that we are being 
effective and helping bring a change into people’s lives should be lar-
ger part of it.  A faith that we are called to ministry, all of us, and 
that God would not call and then walk away.  A faith that does not 
rely completely on the numbers but that is supported through prayer 
and a community. 

 “As a Reconciling Congre-
gation, EPUMC affirms the 
sacred worth of persons of 
all sexual orientations and 
gender identities and wel-
comes them into full par-
ticipation in the fellow-
ship, membership, minis-
tries, and leadership of the 
congregation.” 
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SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
SICM day of service will be Saturday, April 21, 2012.  Watch for more info on how you can help! 
 

Book Collection In addition to collecting food items, we are also continuing to collect gently used 
children‟s books to donate to SICM.  These books can then be added to meals.  You are welcome to 
drop off your books in the box located next to the SICM food donation basket, which is near the sign
-up sheet counter upstairs.  Thank you to all those who have continued to donate already! 
 
Next Assembly Meeting is Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at EPUMC!  Contact Cheryl Gerstler,  
cherylgerstler@yahoo.com  or 372-2561, if you‟d like to help us host this event. 

 

Open House at the Parsonage 

As I go into the New Year it is with this thought and prayer in my heart and head.  While numbers 
are important they are not the only thing that counts.  Time in prayer is vital.  Time in community 
with others is also vital to me.  That we come together for a meal on Wednesday, for worship on 
Sunday, as a youth fellowship on an evening, or in mission work sorting food or putting up dry wall 
is all as vital and as important in our spiritual lives.  And so I do hope to see you in church but I also 
hope to see you Wednesday evening and on the street!  May God continue to bless us all in this 

New Year!!            Alan 

Volunteer at Regional Food Bank—Round Two! 

 

Due to popular demand, we are having another opportunity to volunteer at the NE Regional Food Bank 
on Saturday, January 14 from 1-3pm.  This is the long weekend with MLK, Jr.õs holiday.  Please mark your 
calendars and either email me [patriciaroeser2@gmail.com] or sign-up on the upcoming sign-up sheet at 
the church.  Those of you who wish to carpool, we will meet at the church at 12:40pm.  Please spread the 
word!  Young children will need close supervision by a parent.  It is not a safe environment for babies and 
preschool children.  Remember to wear old clothes and sneakers.                            Trish Roeser 

Junior 
Youth Group Meetings 

this month: 
 

January 15 & 29 
 

6:30-8 pm 

All are invited to an open house at the parsonage to be held on Friday evening Janu-

ary 13
th

 from 4 pm till 8 pm.  This is a time to sit and relax and enjoy the company of 

the people and friends of Eastern Parkway.  There will be finger food and drink for 

all.  We hope to see our new friends and have a chance to be in fellowship with each 

Senior 
Youth Group Meetings 

this month: 
 

January 8 & 22 
 

6:30-8 pm 



Hands Across New York—A Youth Summit 
Hands Across New York Youth Summit is sponsored by the Albany District Ministry Team of the Upper New 
York Annual Conference.  Youth will not only learn how wide-spread hunger is but also have hands-on ex-
periences of helping to prepare food packages for distribution from both local and regional food banks.  
They will also have the opportunity to help work a Sunday morning free community breakfast at the First 
UMC,  603 State Street, Schenectady.  This event is from Thursday evening, February 23 to noon on Sunday, 
February 26.  Cost is $25 for non-commuters and $20 for commuters.  For youth ages 14 and older.  Regis-
tration forms are available in the church office.  The leaders of this program are Rev. Phil Grigsby of SICM 
and Jay Godfrey, UN Youth Seminar Program of the General Board of Global Ministries of the UMC. 

Itõs been a true joy and pleasureé. 

 

To my fellow "EPUMC'ers"...I was deeply saddened to receive a letter at the beginning of 

December informing me my position at EPUMC had been abolished effective December 

31, 2011.   I was surprised to say the least since earlier in November EPUMC passed their 

2012 budget with all salary packages intact and it was indicated to me I was fine for at 

least another year.   In the past, when EPUMC has faced financial issues I have done what I 

could to work with SPRC to "help" the financial situation of the church.   I was not afforded 

that opportunity this  time.  

Please know that I hold my nearly ten years in mission and ministry with all of you very dear 

to my heart.   It has been a pleasure to watch children of EPUMC grow from elementary stu-

dents to college students.   To write certificates for marriages and baptisms here.  To share in 

the celebration of lives of friends.  Even to shovel sidewalks, "fight" with the boiler and col-

lect rummage donations from people who couldn't get  them here.   I've had adventures 

like an electrical fire, a Saturday phone call when the bathroom faucet broke on an out-

side user who couldn't get the water off and working (arguing?) with a Verizon representa-

tive on a payphone at the Great Escape over needed repairs at the church.  All of it has 

been a blessing.  

After three pastors, three "interim" pastors covering leaves, five music directors, three janitors 

and two tenants, I considered myself the "old timer" around here.   I hope that I leave all of 

you with a smile in your heart when you think of me.  

       Blessings,  Barbara 

 

A big thank you!  Circle B would like to thank everyone who contributed to our mitten tree. We were able 
to deliver 41 scarves, 11 hats, 1 hat/mitten set, 4 mittens and 13 gloves to the Salvation Army.  We appreci-
ate everyoneõs support.              Rebecca Behrendt & the Circle B ladies  

Circle B 
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Lay Participants for December 
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Lay Readers:    Acolytes: 
Jan. 1:  Judy Lott  Alice Menis & Jeanna Brown 
Jan. 8:  Louise LaBombard Emma Bour & Naionna Grisby 

Jan 15: Desiree Chaires  Kaitlyn Gerstler & Talyah Grisby 
Jan. 22: Nancy Curran Isaac Menis & Matthew McClenon 
Jan. 29 Rick Mausert  Emma Bour & Naionna Grisby 
 

Chancel Committee:   Sandy Goble & Bob Honeyman 
Cashiers: Roger Kerr & Howard Braungart 

Next Meeting Dates 

Office Hours  
 

Pastor Alan „s office hours are generally Tuesday through Friday, 
9am-12pm and others by appointment. Everyone is welcome to 
stop  in but it is best to call ahead.  
 

Circle B  
Tuesday, January 10  

9:30 am 

 

Trustee Mtg 
 

Wed., January 18 
7 pm 

Sun., Dec. 6 
 

Jr. & Sr. Youth sponsored caroling 
6:30 pm 

Sun., Dec. 20 
Jr. & Sr. Youth regular meeting 

6:30-8 pm 

The Food Pantry alert for January is for 
macaroni and cheese. Cash donations 
are most welcome as the Food Pro-
gram can purchase much more 
through the Regional Food Bank than 
anyone can buy at a local store for the 
same amount of money. For example, 
the Food Pantry can purchase items for 
16 cents a pound at the Regional Food 
Bank.  
 

The third Sunday of every month is 
Food Pantry Sunday at EPUMC.  
Don‟t forget! We also collect gently 
used children‟s books to donate to 
SICM. 

SPRC 
Tuesday, January 24 

7 pm 

Jan 1 Jan 8 Jan 15 Jan 22 Jan 29 

Epiphany Sunday Baptism of the 
Lord 

2nd Sun after 
Epiphany 

3rd Sun after Epiphany 4th Sun after  
Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-118 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-
18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-
20 
John 1:43-51 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10- 
Psalm 62:5-12 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
John 1:1-14 

 Communion 
Sock Project Sun 

 Food Pantry Sun 
Human Relations 

Sun 

  

Church Council 

Tues., January 10 
7 pm 

 

Wednesday Night Dinnersµ 
 

are held in the Fellowship Hall at 6pm.  Bring a dish to 
shareñbeverages and place settings are provided.  
 

Jan 4ñRegular dinner celebrating January birthdays and 
anniversaries. 
Jan. 11, 17, 25 ñRegular dinners 
 
**A REMINDER THAT if the Niskayuna and/or Schenectady 
schools close for inclement weather, then EPUMC is closed 
and WND is canceled. 
 



Our Presence  

11/06   92 

11/13   96 

11/20   147 

11/27   101 

Our Service 

Thanks to our Salvation Army bell ring-

ers! 

Special thanks to Bob Honeyman, our 

“toymaker” . 
 

 

Received in the office… 
 
 
To: Eastern Parkway UMC 
 Thank you from the bottom of  our hearts for all the time and effort you put 
into making these children and families happy.  The children and we here at 
Berkshire truly appreciate you and the wonderful gifts.  Warm wishes to you all 
and your families this holiday season. 
 
Thank you! 
 
   Berkshire Farm Center Staff  and families 

January Birthdays 
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Our Prayers 
 

David Spawn  Clara Marks 
Olly Clute Donna Spawn 
     Devon LaPrade    Bill Paul  

Jeremias Franca     Kim Nash 
 
 
 

Inner Peace ~ World Peace  
 

If you have prayer concerns, joys, 
prayers of thanks or celebration 

you would like included in this sec-
tion, please submit them to the  

office at  374-4306 or 
epumc943@yahoo.com 

 

 

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ~ FULFILLING OUR PROMISES ~  
PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, SERVICE ~ NOVEMBER 2011 

Our Gifts  

11/06   $ 2413.10 

11/13   $ 1878.25 

11/20   $  3550.45 

11/27     $   734.84 

Food Pantry  $   136.72 

Sock Project.   $   91.82 

Bethesda Mission $   15.00 

 

 

01—Grace Carter ; Paul Armour 18—Cindy Ann Bowers 30—Chris Schmitt 

03—Kirk Lewis 19—Charlotte Purnell January Anniversary 

12—John Ward 21—Cassidy Gorman; Laurie Hoyt 01—Jeff & Cathy Faulkner 

13—Sarah McClenon 23—Frances Wilken If your birthday or  
anniversary is missing,  

16—Gordie Clute 25—Barb Lewis; Courtney Rankin Please submit it to Barbara 
in the office  at 374-4306 

17—Erica Harrell; Jocelyn Tomis-
man 

29—Paul Ryan, Jr. or epumc943@yahoo.com 



Eastern Parkway UMC 

943 Palmer Avenue 

Schenectady, NY 12309 

Ph: 518-374 -4306  

Fax: 518-374 -4308  

epumc943@yahoo.com 

www.easternparkway.weebly.com 

February newsletter deadline 

is Tuesday, January 10. 

January 2012 

Dated material 
 

Deliver Promptly 
 

Change service requested 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule:  10:00 am  - Worship   

Nursery care is available from 9:45am Ɗ12 pm  

Handicapped accessible                                        Hearing Assists 

PASTOR     Alan D. Kinney  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:               Paul-Allan Carey, FSD  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT   Barbara J. Paul 

NURSERY ATTENDANT:   Courtney Rankin 

OFFICE HOURS:    Mon-Thurs: 9amƋ2:30pm, & Fri. 9am -12pm 

OUR MISSIONARY:       Jeremias Franca   

MLK, Jr. Program  

 

 Sunday, January 15, 2012  
 

 òCelebrate Local Leaders: Courage and Commitment in 

the Spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ó  

The Speaker:  Dr. Allen B. Ballard, UAlbany Professor, History and Africana 

Studies 
 

The March :  

Assemble Veteranõs Park, Schenectady at 2pm. 
 

The Program : First UMC, 603 State St., approx. 2:30pm.  

Music  by The King Choir, featuring singers from throughout Schenectady 

County.  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.myclassiclyrics.com/artist_biographies/Martin_Luther_King_Biography.jpg&imgrefurl=http://pastorbobcornwall.blogspot.com/2008/01/unfulfilled-dreams-thoughts-for-martin.html&usg=__opuvk9OoqRp-_vFux1Ul_xLPlX

